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Research Methodology

Survey fielded by Mario Canseco of ResearchCo.
Design and analysis by McAllister Opinion Research.

e Results are based on an online survey of n=1,200 English-speaking B.C.
residents aged 18 years or older, fielded from September 13 to 18, 2024,
inclusive. The online survey platform was programmed for both
mobile and desktop responses.

e Bayesian credibility interval is approximately + 2.9% at a 95%
confidence level.

e Data was weighted by the latest census estimates for region, gender,
age, and education. Two-way randomized split sampling was used for
language testing and to manage respondent burden.




Since 2018, public concerns over fresh water in British Columbia
have surged.

% of British Columbians "Extremely"” or "Quite" concerned about...

2018 2021 [ 2024

Fresh water scarcity
64%
53%
37%

Pollution of drinking water sources
65%
55%
49%

Pollution of lakes, rivers, & streams
63%
62%
52%

Watershed disasters (e.g., floods, landslides)
57%
53%
30%



Corporate influence, destruction of fish & wildlife habitat,
and loss of food crops seen as top threats to BC watersheds.

[ Extremely concerned [l Quite concerned

Influence of corporate interests on

e 65% EIA 28%
government decisions
Destruction of ﬂsh & wildlife habitat by 63% ETD) 27%
developers and industry
Loss of food crops due to water scarcity 63% IR 32%

Local communities having no say in decisions

% 0,
affecting fresh water where they live 60% s 31%

Untreated municipal sewage & runoff 60% WA 31%
Private corporations limiting access to lands, 509 TR 27%
forests, and water

Water scarcity and droughts due to changing 509 ETTA 31%
climate

Pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers 55% WA 27%
Pipeline spills 54% R 24%
:.aanlldes and flooding due to clearcut 50% X3 30%

0gging

Impacts from fracking & mining 48% WHAL 27%




Majority of British Columbians view Province as "not tough
enough” in protecting fresh water from industrial polluters.

How would you rate the BC government’s enforcement of laws protecting our fresh water and
watersheds from industrial polluters? Is the BC provincial government...?

Too tough (4%)

Unsure (15%) j \‘

Not tough enough
(55%)

About right (27%) —/



British Columbians want decisive action on fresh water; more frontline
workers, prioritization of fish & wildlife, make industry pay more.

There are various ways in which BC could update its approach to protecting and managing fresh water. What do you think
about the following...?

. Support Unsure Oppose

Train frontline workers in all regions of the province to

0, 0,
monitor, restore, and manage freshwater 2l 8% B

Prioritize the needs of fish, wildlife, and nature over

0,
watersheds

Create community watershed boards to give local
residents decision-making power in fresh water 79% 12% 9%
management

Appoint a Provincial Watershed Security Officer to
enforce laws protecting BC's fresh water

78% 11% 11%

Make sources of drinking water completely off-limits to

76% 11% 13%
development




There is growing awareness among survey respondents that a
major water crisis could affect them directly.

How concerned are you about the potential for a major water crisis in your community in the next few
years? Percent saying...

B concerned Not Concerned

2024  REERA) 31%

YAVVARN 66% 34%

2018 BeyAs 43%



Three in four British Columbians support the creation of
local watershed boards as a means of giving people more
say over their watersheds and fresh water sources.

On balance, would you SUPPORT or OPPOSE creating community watershed boards in every
region in B.C. as a means of giving local people more say in decisions over their watersheds and
fresh water sources?

Oppose (11%) \

Unsure (15%) \

Support (74%)

Created with Datawrapper



British Columbians back $2 billion BC Watershed Security Fund
by 5-to-1 margin

Below is a list of publicly-funded projects and initiatives that have recently been proposed or completed in
British Columbia. Please say whether you think each project is a GOOD IDEA or a BAD IDEA.

B Good idea Unsure Bad idea

B.C. Watershed Security Fund ($2.0 billion) 27% 12%
lona Island Wastewater Treatment Plan (89.9 38% 9%
Billion)

Massey Tunnel Replacement ($4.15 billion) 35% 21%
Broadway Subway Line ($2.83 billion) 35% 21%

Site C Dam ($16.0 billion) 36% 20%
Transmountain Pipeline ($34.0 billion) 32% 29%




Two-to-one majority want industrial water use fees and pollution
fines dedicated to BC Watershed Security Fund vs. government
general revenue.

In your opinion, where should the BC government invest the fines and water rental fees it collects from
industry and industrial polluters?

Unsure (18%) —\

An independently-run
Watershed Security Fund
dedicated to protecting
and restoring BC
freshwater sources
(56%)

The BC government /

general revenue fund for
general public services
and infrastructure (26%)
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Awareness of the increasing demand on freshwater supply
underscores support for action.

Which of the following statements about BC's direction is closer to your own point of view?

BC has plenty of fresh
water; we do not need

to increase public
spending during tough

economic times. (16%)

Demand on fresh
water is going to
increase faster than
supply; BC needs to do
what it takes to secure
its fresh water
sources. (57%)

Unsure (27%) _—
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