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THE CASE FOR INVESTING
IN BC'S WATERSHEDS

Rich and abundant watersheds such as

the Fraser, Skeena, Peace, Columbia and
Cowichan bring life, health, and prosperity to
communities in every corner of BC. Our rivers
and lakes are the cornerstone of our local
economies, our forests, our fish & wildlife, our
food crops, our quality of life and survival itself.

Our watersheds provide critical natural
defences to floods, droughts and fires, but

are increasingly degraded in many parts of the
province.



WHAT IS

Watershed security is about two things:
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Our watersheds provide essential benefits that underpin our economy, health
and well-being—clean drinking water, thriving salmon runs, water for growing
food, and natural protections against climate disasters.

The stewardship and actions we take to keep our watersheds healthy, strong
and productive so that they continue to provide these services.




WHY WE




THE PATH TO
WATERSHED SECURITY

What Will an Annual Budget of $75 Million Achieve?

There are three priority investment areas that will strengthen community
resilience and support better decisions for the benefit of all British Columbians:

REBUILD
NATURAL DEFENCES

Healthy watersheds provide critical natural defences against the
climate crisis: wetlands act as natural sponges, absorbing and
purifying water; natural streambanks filter polluted run-off and
provide shade to spawning salmon; mature forests hold back snow
and rain in the winter and release it when it’s needed most.

STRENGTHEN
WATERSHED GOVERNANCE

Governance is organizing the way we work together to make better
decisions at the right scale, involving the people that live in watersheds
and know them best. It’s relationship building in a deep way, between
Crown and Indigenous Nations, governments and communities, and
the various interests that have a stake in our watersheds.

BOLSTER
COLLABORATIVE MONITORING

We can’t effectively manage what we don’t measure. Collaborative
watershed monitoring grounded in both Indigenous knowledge and
western science is the only way to ensure we are making the right
decisions, at the right time, and investing where we need it the most.




WORKING FOR WATERSHEDS




COSTS

As climate change intensifies year on year, the costs of inaction will continue to grow.

2021 Costs
FLOODS FIRES DROUGHTS
$9B $500M EEEEN $20M
[—;
projected costs of amount spent drought package for

farmers in Sept

Nov floods fighting fires

BENEFITS

The social and economic benefits of investing in watersheds are substantial.

LESS

CONFLICT

Funding for collaborative
governance and forward
planning reduces conflict,
improves decision-making,
and increases social
cohesion.

JOB
CREATION

Economists estimate the Fund

could add 13,000+ new jobs over For eve ry $'| invested by the
the next 10 years. 800 jobs . . .
were created in a single year prOVI NCla I govern ment in
(2021) through $27 million °
i cconomic stimulus. watershed projects, another

$4 will be leveraged



INDICATORS OF

Meeting these four Indicators of Success will ensure a truly
impactful Fund that will garner broad support across the province.

SCALED FOR IMPACT

Allocating sufficent funding is necessary to make a difference.
An annual allocation of at least $75 million is required.

SUSTAINABLE

Restoration, governance and monitoring require sustained
funding over time to have impact. Long-term funding is essential
for Indigenous Nation re-building in watershed stewardship.

INDIGENOUS GOVERNANCE

The Fund should be co-governed with First Nations, advance
Indigenous rights and principles, and ensure explicit roles for
First Nations in the governance and leadership structure.

FLEXIBLE TO REGIONAL NEEDS

The Fund should be structured to respond to the priorities of
different regions. These priorities could be defined by existing
collaborative initiatives or new watershed based tables.




SUPPORT FOR
WATERSHED SECURITY FUND

— “We applaud the
Province for taking steps towards launching this long- awaited Watershed
Security Fund and we look forward to working with the Province to advance
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the co-
development and co-implementation of this important fund.”
FNLC Press Release, April 2022

— “UBCM requests that the Province of

BC create a dedicated, sustainable, annual funding source for the Watershed 78%
Security Fund that provides $75 million annually for community driven PUBLIC
watershed security initiatives.” SUPPORT

Union of BC Municipalities Resolution, Sept 2021

— “78% of British Columbians hold the view that
BC needs to make major investments in watershed security to protect fresh
water in this province.”
McAllister Opinion Research, Sept 2021

including farmers, hunters and anglers, Indigenous peoples,
WATERSHED local governments, businesses, and conservationists,

BC We are a non-partisan, diverse coalition, of 44 organizations

SECURITY representing 255,000 British Columbians from all walks of life.

The Coalition focuses on advancing modern-day solutions that
increase community resilience and security.

COALITION
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